
FY27 
RFP for Direct 
Services Grants



Agenda

• Intro to Senior Fund 

• Request for Proposals

• Online Application System

• Highlights of Application Sections

• Q&A





• We are one of several tax 
supported funds in the City of 
St. Louis.

• Tax on all taxable property.

• Passed with voter approval in 
November 2016.

• Tax revenue is primarily 
distributed as grants to 
organizations to support 
services for residents 60 
years and older.

• Our levy amount, structure, and 
focus of the fund is outlined by 
state statute. 



School District

$599.57

St. Louis

City

$190.35

Library

$66.86

MSD

$11.37

Example 
$1,000 

Real Estate 
Tax Bill

St. Louis City
Community 

College

$29.83

Zoo, Museum, 

Garden Districts

$26.82

Children’s

$29.27

Developmental

Disability

$16.14

Community 

Mental Health

$10.72

Senior

$5.99

State – Blind

Pension Fund

$3.66

Based on 2025 tax rates

Does not include special taxing districts or the 

annual sewer later fee of $28. 

Sewer District 

Stormwater 

Capital Program

$9.10



Board of Directors & Staff

• All St. Louis City residents.

• Appointed by the Mayor’s Office and approved by 
Board of Aldermen.

• Responsible for the governance and stewardship of the 
fund.

7 board 
members

• Nicole Brueggeman, Executive Director

• Katie Ratkowski, Director of Operations

• Stephanie Herbers, Program Manager

• We also contract for legal, accounting, and IT support.

3 staff



Program Investment Categories

Programs & Services
Funding for direct services that immediately impact and improve 

the lives of older adults in St. Louis City.

Organizational Capacity & 

Infrastructure
Funding and other support to increase a community 

organization’s ability to provide services.

Responsive Needs 
Responsive grantmaking for community or organizational 

needs that arise during a fiscal year. 

Policy & Advocacy
Investment in working together as an aging network to advance the interest 

and needs of older adults and their families.



Infrastructure for Aging Services 

Infrastructure for 
Collaborations via 
support for 
cultivating 
collaborations

Infrastructure for 
Advocacy via a 
regional campaign, 
and more specifically 
to lawmakers

Infrastructure for 
Funders via greater 
funder coordination 
and targeted 
leadership

Infrastructure for 
Emergencies via 
coordinated 
emergency 
response teams

Infrastructure for 
Operations via support 
for diversifying revenue 
and supporting other 
operations

Strengthened 
infrastructure in 

support of continued 
service delivery

• Report completed in October 2025 
and available on Senior Fund 
website.

• Senior Fund has begun 
implementing recommendations, 
including: 
o Infrastructure for Operations, 

Diversification of Revenue – 
Community Care Hub Planning 
Grant

o Infrastructure for Advocacy – 
Strategic Communications 
Consultant

https://stlseniorfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Infrastructure_for_Aging_Services_Report_10.2025.pdf
https://stlseniorfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Infrastructure_for_Aging_Services_Report_10.2025.pdf


New Direct Services Grants 
for FY27



RFP for FY27 Grants

• Applicants should:

• Have 501c3 status or City of St. Louis government entity

• A history of providing services to St. Louis City residents 60 years of 

age or older.

• Have established fiscal policies and procedures and can provide 

documentation of past financial statements.

• Only submit one proposal as the lead organization. 

• Not request more than 50% of your organization’s annual budget. 

Accepting proposals for 1-year grants. Grants will begin July 2026.



Focus 
Areas

Applicants must provide programs or 
services for older adults in the City of 
St. Louis that fall under one of two 
focus areas for this funding round: 

1. Caregiving Support OR 

2. Case Management & Resource 
Navigation



Caregiving Support

Many people can continue to live at home with help from unpaid family 

and friends, and from other paid community services support. With this 

focus area, Senior Fund aims to support programs and services 

delivered by organizations that support unpaid caregivers and care 

recipients to reduce caregiving strain. 

Care Navigation 

and Coaching

Respite and 

Short-term Relief 

Services

Paid or 

Volunteer In-

Home or 

In-Community 

Supports

Training Paired 

with Other 

Interventions



Case Management & Resource Navigation

Benefits navigation and case management services play a crucial 
role by helping older adults understand and access housing, 
health, financial, and other essential programs. With this focus 
area, Senior Fund aims to support programs and services that 
help older adults access individualized support that helps them 
connect to needed resources. 

Resource 

Navigation & 

Other Services

Benefits 

Enrollment & 

Support

Assistance for 

Older Adults 

with Complex 

Needs

Co-Located or 

Coordinated 

Case 

Management 

Services



Priorities for Grant Award Decisions

Organizations who have 

a history, commitment, 

and established local 

presence for serving 

older adults living in the 

City of St. Louis.

Programs and services that are: 

• Evidence or experienced-based and 

adapt to and reflect the people they seek 

to serve. 

• Have limited availability and could 

expand their reach with grant support or 

are threatened to end or cut back due 

to changes in funding. 

• Focused on serving older adults that 

have limited to no access to similar 

existing services due to financial, 

language, mobility, or other barriers.



Grant Award Maximum

Organizations can apply for a 
one-year grant for up to 
$75,000 in direct grant 
expenses. 

• This maximum does not 
include indirect or 
administrative expenses, which 
are capped at 12%.

EXAMPLE

Employee Salary & Benefits $35,000

Contracted Services $5,000

Travel $5,000

Other Direct Expense – Client 

Financial Assistance

$30,000

Total Direct Expenses $75,000

Indirect Expenses (12%) $9,000

Total Grant Award 

Requested/Year

$84,000



Online Grant System





Creating an Account
First Time Applying to Senior 

Fund?

- You will need to create a new 

account.

- All information you will need to 

provide is listed on our 

website.

Organization Applied Before 

Online?

- You will already have an 

account. 

Not Sure?

- Do not create a new account. 

- Contact us and we will check 

for you. 

https://stlseniorfund.org/grants/grant-application-process/
https://stlseniorfund.org/grants/grant-application-process/








Nicole Brueggeman

nbrueggeman@stlseniorfund.org

314-555-5555 x12







Using your Applicant Dashboard









You can preview the application 

from the Apply page. 



You can also preview the 

application from our website. 

https://stlseniorfund.org/grants/grant-documents/








Any question with an asterisk is required. 

You can come back to your application at 

any time before you submit. 

The application should automatically save 

any of your work as you respond to 

questions. 



To be sure your application progress is 

saved, you can always scroll to the bottom 

and click Save. 



With the Collaborate button at the top of 

your application, you can invite additional 

people to work with you on responses. 



Application Sections



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background

• Program Detail

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary
• We will use what you type in Proposal Summary for our grant review cover 

sheets, so please make sure to take time to fill in. 

• Organization Background

• Program Detail

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background
• This is the section to highlight what your organization does—not just 

what you are seeking grant support for—including how you serve older 
adults.

• Not everyone reviewing your request will be familiar with your 
organization, this is the section to introduce them to what you do.

• Program Detail

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background

• Program Detail
• Make sure to give a clear picture of how you engage and help your 

clients/members/program participants and who you work with to carry out 
your services successfully.

• Description of Service Provided is the main question where you can provide 
the reviewers with details about the program/service you are seeking support 
for. 

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background

• Program Detail

• Program Impact
• This is the section that gives us a sense of how many St. Louis City 

older adults you seek to serve each year with your program/service and 
informs what we ask for you to report back to us.

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background

• Program Detail

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget
• We are seeking an understanding of how much it costs to run your 

program/service each year and how our grant contribution could fit into this.

• Make sure you are using the budget narrative to give reviewers a sense of 
what expenses are incurred to make sure your service is successful. 

• Give a clear sense of the other funding sources that help contribute. Be as 
detailed as possible. 

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background

• Program Detail

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances
• You will need to have some kind of organizational financial documents 

prepared before you can submit your application. For nonprofits, we 
expect your most recent 990 to be uploaded. 

• If you don’t have an external audit, that is okay. In lieu of an audit, we 
will ask for financial statements for the most recent fiscal year. 

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement



Application Sections

• Request Summary

• Organization Background

• Program Detail

• Program Impact

• Grant Budget

• Organization Finances

• Executive Officer Acknowledgement
• For this section, the Executive Officer (or another person in your 

organization who has authority to sign contracts) must sign off before 
submission of the application. You will upload a signed 
Acknowledgement form to your application; a template is provided. 



Additional Resources

• Senior Fund Website
• RFP, Application Preview, Funding and Application Guide, Templates 

for Attachments

• Foundant Applicant Tutorial

• Schedule a time with us

• Send us an email at info@stlseniorfund.org or give us a call.

https://stlseniorfund.org/grants/grant-documents/
https://stlseniorfund.org/grants/grant-documents/
https://support.foundant.com/hc/en-us/articles/4479853059991-GLM-Applicant-Tutorial
https://support.foundant.com/hc/en-us/articles/4479853059991-GLM-Applicant-Tutorial
https://support.foundant.com/hc/en-us/articles/4479853059991-GLM-Applicant-Tutorial
https://calendly.com/senior-fund/consult-or-technical-assistance?back=1&month=2026-02
https://calendly.com/senior-fund/consult-or-technical-assistance?back=1&month=2026-02
mailto:info@stlseniorfund.org


Nicole Brueggeman
Executive Director
nbrueggeman@stlseniorfund.org

Katie Ratkowski
Director of Operations
kratkowski@stlseniorfund.org 

Stephanie Herbers
Program Manager
sherbers@stlseniorfund.org. 

  

4220 Duncan Ave, Suite 201

St Louis, MO 63110

info@stlseniorfund.org or 314.200.7436

mailto:nbrueggeman@stlseniorfund.org
mailto:kratkowski@stlseniorfund.org
mailto:sherbers@stlseniorfund.org
mailto:info@stlseniorfund.org
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